
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP IN

IFHNOS

HEAD

CANCER
NECK

AND
HEAD

CANCER
NECK

AND

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF HEAD AND NECK ONCOLOGIC SOCIETIES 



 www.ifhnos.net
Contact: info@ifhnos.net



ABOUT IFHNOS
Dr. Jatin P. Shah, of New York, conceived the establishment of an international body bringing together all specialists 
involved in the care of patients with Head and Neck Cancer. He presented this thought to the Executive Council of the 
Society of Head and Neck Surgeons, (SHNS) at its Retreat in Princeton, NJ, USA, in the summer of 1985. The proposal 
was enthusiastically received by the SHNS, and he was encouraged to proceed. By August of 1986, leaders of Head and 
Neck Oncologic Societies worldwide were contacted to explore the feasibility of establishment of an International 
Federation of Head and Neck Oncologic Societies with the purpose of “establishing channels of communication to 
enhance exchange of information and improving knowledge as well as exploring new directions in the diagnosis, treat-
ment and rehabilitation of patients with head and neck cancer”. This proposal was enthusiastically received by leaders 
in the field from various parts of the world, culminating in the formation of a steering committee which met on May 1, 
1987, at the Grosvenor House, in London. Representatives of sixteen Head and Neck Organizations from North America, 
South America, Europe, Africa and Asia were present. The steering committee drafted the constitution and bylaws of the 
Federation which was subsequently ratified by the Governing Council which consisted of one member from each 
member organization in the Federation. Dr. Jatin Shah was elected Secretary General by unanimous vote of the Govern-
ing Council.

Initial programs of the Federation consisted of expanding the membership of the Federation with compilation of a 
newsletter, development of an international directory of members of component member societies and organization of 
World Congresses. Over the years the Federation has grown with a membership of 53 Head and Neck oncologic organi-
zations, representing 65 countries, from every part of the world. Annual Newsletters were published initially, and these 
were eventually transitioned into an active and vibrant Web site. (www.ifhnos.net). The Federation is able to reach over 
40,000 specialists, located in nearly every corner of the world, providing care to patients with head and neck cancer 
through membership of its component societies. The Federation has successfully attained its initial goal and mission of 
establishing channels of communication to foster camaraderie amongst professionals involved in the care of patients 
with head and neck cancer.
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MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIVE SOCIETIES

International Society for Maxillofacial Rehabilitation (ISMR)

Asia-Pacific Society of Thyroid Surgery (APTS)

Asian Society of Head and Neck Oncology (ASHNO)

The Scandinavian Society for Head and Neck Oncology (SSHNO)

• Argentina

• Australia

• Bangladesh

• Belarus

• Belgium

• Brazil

• Canada

• Chile

• China

• Colombia

• Costa Rica

• Czech Republic

• Denmark

• Egypt

• Germany

• Greece

• Hong Kong

• Hungary

• India

• Indonesia

• Ireland

• Israel

• Italy

• Japan

• Kazakhstan

• South Korea

• Malaysia

• Mexico

• Moldova

• Mongolia

• Nepal

• Netherlands

• New Zealand

• Oman

• Pakistan

• Peru

• Philippines

• Poland

• Portugal

• Russia

• South Africa

• Spain

• Switzerland

• Taiwan

• Thailand

• Turkey

• Ukraine

• United Arab Emirates

• United Kingdom

• United States

• Venezuela



WORLD
CONGRESS

2026 The Eighth World Congress will be held in Brisbane, Australia in 2026.

2022 The Seventh World Congress will be held in September 2022 in Rome, Italy, with Dr. Giuseppe 

Spriano as president. 

2018 The Sixth World Congress was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in September 2018 under the 

leadership of Marcelo Figari.

The fifth World Congress celebrating the Centennial of the Head and Neck Program at Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center was held in New York in July 2014 with a record breaking 
attendance of over 3,200 attendees. Dr. Jatin Shah served as President.

2014

2010 The fourth World Congress was held in June 2010 in Seoul, South Korea with Dr. Kwang Hyun Kim 

serving as President.

2006 The third World Congress was held in Prague, Czech Republic in June 2006 with Dr. Jan Betka as 

Congress President.

2002 The second World Congress was held in June 2002 in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil under the leadership 

of Dr. Geraldo Matos D’Sa.

1997 Quadrennial World Congresses of the Federation have been held since 1998, starting with the first 
World Congress in Mumbai, India in December 1997 under the leadership of Dr. Ashok Mehta.
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An innovative Global Continuing Medical Education program, “The IFHNOS World Tour”, was introduced in 2008, 

offering a two and half day conference conducted by World leaders in the Head and Neck specialties, over 4-5 weeks. 

This program has been offered in numerous locations around the world, including London, Barcelona, Rome, Athens, 

Warsaw, Moscow, Mumbai, Beijing, Bangkok, Buenos Aires, Bogota, St. Petersburg, Frankfurt, Antalya, Bangalore, Manila, 

Shanghai, Mexico city, Kiev, Amsterdam, Cairo, Ahmedabad, Guangzhou, Jakarta, Brisbane, Sao Paulo, Moscow, Prague, 

Riyadh, Delhi, Seoul, HongKong, Auckland, Rio de Janeiro, Birmingham, Kaohsiung, Santiago, Kolkata and Milan. In 

future, this program will be offered every year for two weeks in four locations, in the month of October, at different 

destinations worldwide.

WORLD
TOUR

WORLD
HEAD AND NECK CANCER DAY(WHNCD)

At the 5th world congress of IFHNOS, July 27th was pronounced as the "World Head and 
Neck Cancer Day".

This annual is being observed around the world to increase awareness about head and neck cancer amongst 

specialists, physicians, trainees, public at large, media and government officials. 

Over 53 countries have participated in this event, whereupon campaigns of awareness, risk 

factors, free screening clinics, CME programs, public rallies, and media interviews and newspaper 

advertisements are displayed about head and neck cancer.
COUNTRIES

53

World

Head and Neck
th 27 July

Cancer Day 
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Upon completion of all requirements a certificate of 
“Fellowship in Head and Neck Surgery and Oncology” 
is issued by IFHNOS

TIME LINE

It is anticipated that the graduates of this fellowship program will be Head and Neck surgeons with an improved 
knowledge base, judgment, and a systematic approach to diagnosis and treatment for their patients.

A new program of the Federation, "Global On Line Fellowship" was introduced in 2014 

with the goal of  standardization of training of specialists in the field of Head and Neck 
Surgery & Oncology

2014

APPLICATIONS OPEN

APPLICATIONS CLOSE

NOTIFICATION OF ACCEPTANCE

PROGRAM BEGINS

7 QUARTERLY EXAMS

ORAL EXAMINATIONS

May 1

September 30

October 1

October 1

20 Month Text Learning and video watching of Specific Topics

1 Month Observership at an Approved Site

(to be completed at any point during the Fellowship.)

For a list of Mentors at the approved sites please

visit http://www.ifhnos.net

Upon successful completion of 7 quarterly examinations 
and observership

and level of care for patients w
ith neoplasms of th

e Head 

and levels o
f care in various geographic locations in

 the 

a program to teach and tra
in young surgeons and test th

eir 

knowledge and thought processes, th
rough which relative 

uniformity of knowledge base and judgment are measured 

continuous updating and monitoring of th
eir k

nowledge 

base. 

learning through a str
uctured course curric

ulum, with 

periodic online examinations as th
e program progresses, 

until c
ompletion. During the course of th

e Fellowship the 

candidates w
ill e

mbark upon a 1 month observersh
ip and 

at th
e completion of th

e curric
ulum appear fo

r an oral 

examination before an international panel of examiners. 

Upon successfu
l completion of th

e oral examination 

completion of th
e course curric

ulum, and passin
g the 

examination.

acquired an establish
ed global sta

ndard of core knowledge, 

and matured their ju
dgment process t

hrough self education 

and successfu
l completion of all examinations.

Timeline

Applications O
pen

May 1, 2018

Applications C
lose

September 1, 2018

September 15, 2018

Program Begins

October 1, 2018

20 Month Text Learning and video watching 

7 Quarterly Writt
en Online Exams

1 Month Observersh
ip at an Approved Site

(to be completed at any point during the Fellowship.)

For a list
 of M

entors a
nd approved site

s please 

Oral Examinations

October 2020

Upon Successfu
l Completion

Global Online Fellowship in 

Head & Neck Surgery and Oncology

2019
Global Online 
Fellowship
In Head & Neck 
Surgery and 
Oncology

203 Fellows certi�ed since inception!
89 Fellows currently registered
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GLOBAL
ON LINE FELLOWSHIP (GOLF)



Ian Witterick, M. D.

Department of Otolaryngology 

Head and Neck Surgery

University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Canada

INSTITUTIONS

COMMITTEE

A special Committee oversees and administers the International Observer Program (IOP)

The following institutions and mentors have agreed to accept international observers in their program for a 
period of up to 2 months.

Richard Wong, M. D.

Department Of Head and 

Neck Surgery Memorial Sloan

Kettering Cancer Center,

New York, USA

Jeffrey Myers, M. D.

Department of Head and

Neck Surgery M. D. Anderson

Cancer Center, Houston, USA

An International "Observership Program" is offered by IFHNOS through the generosity of a charitable Family 

Foundation, to support observership to young surgeons from resource challenged regions of the world to travel to 

North America to spend up to two months at major centers of excellence in Head and neck 
surgery.

IFHNOS introduces a New Program of, “Master Courses in 

Operative Techniques in the Head and Neck Surgery”. These 

hands on courses with Live surgery, cadaver dissections, and 

didactic presentations, with sequential operative steps and 

videos of operative techniques will be given by Master 

Surgeons in a 3 day program in any part of the world. The 

focus of this program would be on proper oncologic, safe 

and clean surgical techniques, their indications, pearls and 

pitfalls, and complications etc. 

The list of well known leaders and Professors of Head and 

Neck Surgery from around the world, who have volunteered 

to participate in this program is shown on the website 

www.ifhnos.net/master_head_and_neck_surgery.html

If you are interested to organize such a program in your region / country, select any two experts from the list, who you 

would like to invite, and send your letter of intent to info@ifhnos.net.

Further details of organization, dates, etc. will be coordinated by the IFHNOS office.
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INTERNATIONAL
OBSERVERSHIP PROGRAM (IOP)

MASTERS
OF HEAD & NECK SURGERY



International Federation of Head and Neck Oncologic Societies 
IFHNOS

Global Partnership in Head & Neck Cancer
Contact: info@ifhnos.net


